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Fifth Sunday of Lent. 21/22 March 2026.

Sunday Masses

Saturday 6pm. Northallerton

Sunday 9.15am. Northallerton

Tuesday._
Wednesday 10am

Weekday Masses

10am Northallerton

Aiskew

1lam. Aiskew Thursday  10am  Northallerton
Friday 12 noon Northallerton
Readings Response to the Psalm

Ezekiel 37 : 12-14
Psalm 130:1-8
Romans 8 : 8-11

With the Lord there is mercy, in him
is plentiful redemption.

The Gospel Acclamation

John 11:1-45

Glory to you, O Christ. Son of the living God.

| am the Resurrection and the life, says the Lord.
Everyone who believes in me shall never die.
Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God.

Mass Intentions

Sunday 9.15am. Alwin Sebastian, R.I.P.

Next Weekend
Sunday 29 March, 1lam. Brigid Yarker, R.I.P.

(2nd anniversary)

Prayer of the Church
Tuesday and Thursday, 9.40 am.,
Eef ore Mass. All welcome.

Sacred Heart Church
The final Lent Talk & discussion
This Tuesday, Parish Hall, 7pm—8pm,
Tea/coffee will be available from 6.45pm.

e Topic : “Resurrection and New Life”
L E N T All are welcome, and encouraged to attend.

There is another Soup Lunch this Friday, Parish Hall,
12.30pm following

Mass at 12 noon

and Stations of the Cross, 11.45am
The Lent Lunches are a social occasion,

also supporting Mary’s Meals and
Friends of the Holy Land
We need volunteers to make soup, provide bread or cheese,

also to help serve and clear up afterwards. Please sign the lists.

in Sacred Heart Church porch if you can help in any of these ways.

@ > Tea/coffee is available
after the Sunday Masses in
both of our churches.
All are invited. With very many
thanks to all the helpers who make
this social occasion possible.
There is a new rota for March and
April in Sacred Heart porch.
Please sign up if you are able to help.

The red boxes are collected
this weekend. There are

empty boxes on the shelf in
the porch to replace those which are

left. Thank you to all who help in this .

A Collection for
Easter flowers will be
taken this weekend O

and will help to make
the church beautiful for Easter

Change, but Continuity.

As from the end of March, the present

z Sacred Heart SVP Conference will cease
e and be replaced by a new Parish
Outreach Group.

Thank you all for your very generous support of the SVP over
many years.

We hope you will be as generous in supporting, and perhaps being
involved in, our new Parish Outreach Group.

Churches Together in Bedale
The fourth of the Ecumenical Lent
Studies has the topic of
“Yours are the ears”
this Monday at 7pm in Bedale and
District Methodist Church and it is
repeated at 2pm on Tuesday at
St Gregory’s Chantry Hall. (or
possibly church office at the gate)

Everyone is welcome

St Gregory’s, Bedale, invite us to join
them for “Prayer & Praise Live”
this Friday, 7pm. In the Chantry Hall.

The theme will be “Freedom”,
led by Rev. Stewart Shaw, Chaplain at
RAF Leeming.

May God bless you and your
family,
now and atways,
Father Michael
and Deacon Paul.




Calling the dead to new life.

When someone we love dies we become acutely
aware of a large absence in our life. Such a death brings
into sharp focus their unique quality, and we often regret
that we didn’t make more room for them in our life, and
we know that we may wish ‘Ifonly I had .....’

In toa[ay’s Qospe[ we hear how the death of Lazarus
leaves a large absence in the lives of those who loved him.
By the time Jesus arrives Lazarus is already dead, and
Martha voices her regret - if Jesus had been with them
earlier, things would surely have turned out differently.
But Jesus’ absence is essential to the story. John tells us at
the beginning of his account that through the death of
Lazarus, the Son of God will be glorified. Just as the
blindness of the man in last week’s Gospel shows Jesus as
the light, so the death of Lazarus will serve to show Jesus
as the life.

The ewmge[ist JoAn is now showing us a great truth
about Jesus that he proclaimed at the very beginning of his
Gospel (John1:4-5) -

All that came to be had life in him

and that life was the light of men,

a light that shines in the dark,

a light that darkness could not overpower.

When Jesus tells Martha that her brother will rise again, he
will show her that he means now :

T am the resurrection and the life’.
The darkness of the tomb is not too dark for Jesus ; the
death of Lazarus does not mean that it is too late for Jesus
to be his life. In aloud voice Jesus calls out to the dead -
‘Lazarus come forth V'

“Cazarus,
come

forth I”

When Lazarus comes forth he is still wearing the clothes of a
dead man. He is still bound, so Jesus addresses the
community : “Unbind him, let him go free.” In obeying the
word of Jesus the community plays its part in helping Lazarus
emerge into the light of his new life.

The story of the raising of Lazarus proclaims the
great truth that Jesus is Lord of Life. He has the power to call
us out of our tombs - for the Christian life only really begins
when we hear the word of God and follow it. We know from
experience that we don’t have to be dead physically to be in
need of being raised up. A person can be ‘dead’ in the midst
of life, hoping for a word and a community that will pull us
together again.

The voice qf]esus calls us away from living in our
tombs. It also challenges us to take responsibility for our
brother or sister who, like Lazarus, is loved by Jesus. If we
see someone buried in problems we are invited to do as
Jesus and the community do in the Gospel : call them, and
help them go free. If we do that as part of our Lenten
journey, we will be preparing for the resurrection at Easter.

Denis McBride
“Seasons of the Word”

Rota for Welcome on arrival at Church
Saturday and Sunday Masses at Sacred Heart Church.

This is very important, and Louise Sadler has kindly
volunteered to arrange a rota.
A list of dates is on the table in the porch.
We need more volunteers, especially for Sunday 9.15am

Preparation—First Holy Communion
A reminder that the meetings for First Holy
Communion preparation continue

this Wednesday, 3.15 - 4pm
at Sacred Heart Primary School.

An essential part of the commitment is for children to
attend the weekend Mass.

| AM THE
The Sacrament of Holy BREAD
Communion will be OF LIFE

JOHN 6:35

celebrated in church on

Sunday 7 June.

Rachel will be selling raffle tickets
in the parish hall after 9.15am
Mass this Sunday on behalf of
Sacred Heart PTA.

It's the Easter Egg Raffle to be drawn in school on Friday
27 March. Tickets are £1 each/£5 per book, promoted by
the Friends of Sacred Heart Primary School, and profits

will go to support children’s enrichment activities.

Art Exhibition by
David Nevard

“Drawn to Imperfection”

Portraits telling the Biblical
Story

3 March - 4 April
All Saints Church

Full details in church porch.




