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25th Sunday, Ordinary Time, 19/20 September 2026

Prayer of the Church
Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday, 9.40 before the
10am Mass

All are very welcome.
In this we join with the Church worldwide.

Tea/coffee is available
after the Sunday Masses in both of

= our churches. All are invited.
With very many thanks to all the helpers who
make this social occasion possible.

A rota for September/October is available to
sign in Sacred Heart porch. Please sign if you can

Sunday Masses Weekday Masses

Saturday 6pm. Northallerton Tuesday 10am. Northallerton
Sunday 9.15am. Northallerton Wednesday 10am. Aiskew
1lam. Aiskew Thursday  10am Northallerton
Friday 10 am. Northallerton
Readings Response to the Psalm
Isaiah 55 : 6-9 The Lord is close to all who call him.

Psalm 145 : 2-3, 8-9, 17-18
Philippians 1 : 20-24, 27
Matthew 20: 1-16

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia
Open our hearts, O Lord, that we may pay
attention to the words of your Son
Alleluia

Mass Intentions

Saturday 6pm. Ted and Vera Hemstock, R.I.P. (anniversaries)

Next weekend
Saturday 26 September, 6pm. Alwin Sebastian, R.I.P.
Sunday 27 September, 9.15am. Michelle Gemmel, R.I.P. (3rd anniversary)

Churches Together in Bedale

This Friday 25 September
Prayer and Praise Live - “The Father’s Heart”
led by Rev. Lee Finnegan, curate at St Gregory’s.
This is held in the Chantry Hall. All are welcome
Refreshments at 6.45pm. Service begins at 7pm.
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Next Sunday 27 September
Bedale & District methodist Church
have the last of their “Summer Evening Extras
“Paper Thoughts”

Engaging with Scripture in a creative way
This will be led by Pip Smith, commencing at 6pm
in their church in The Wynd
Everyone is welcome

“Welcome to Sacred Heart
Church

A Rota for welcoming people to the

Saturday and Sunday Masses

is in the church porch, and it is very important
that people are greeted on arrival at Mass.
Please sign if you can be involved.

With many thanks to all who have helped.

There is a retiring collection this weekend for
Home Mission Sunday
when the focus is on local evangelisation and
spreading the joy of the Gospel

This week
Monday St Matthew, Apostle Feast
Wednesday St Padre Pio, died 23 September, 1968 Memorial
Thursday Our Lady of Walsingham Feast

May God bless you and your
family, today and always.
Father Michael
and Deacon Paul.

Please don’t forget all the

ﬁ ongoing suffering in the
- /'" > Ukraine. The people need
o our prayers and support.

The Road of Life

“T expect to pass through this
world only once.
Any good therefore that I can do,
to any [iving creature,
“_ let me do it now

20 for I shall not pass
e . P
oy To this way again.”
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Waiting, and with Hope.

‘I wait for you, O God, my soul waits,
and in your word I hope.

My soul waits for you, O God,
more than those who watch for the
morning
more than those who watch for the
morning”

Psalm 130 : 5-6

“As the people of Israel discovered, those who
hope must learn to wait. We, like the Israelites, live in
an in-between time. Today we have seen God’s
revelation in Jesus, but we wait for the fulness of that
revelation to be revealed, often referred to as the
Second Coming.

Learning patience is difficult in our society, and
in-between times are not comfortable, particularly in an
age when so many of the old certainties have passed
away. Life can have a fragility which is hard to bear ;
relationships can be tense and tentative, and the
temptation is to put our hope in the wrong tings, like
economic growth, scientific progress or military power.

But, economicforecasts turn out to be not
dependable ; science brings many benefits but its very
progress brings ethical dilemmas which threaten to
confound ; terrorists undermine a security based on
military power. We long for deliverance from these false
gods.

Waiti‘ng, of course, is the one thing we don’t want to
do. Itis hard to wait in a society where the emphasis is
on ever faster communication and instant results ;

where, like athletes or pressured sales staff, you are
encouraged to assume that solving the problem that
is immediately in front of us is what matters, and we
can lose track of the larger questions about the
meaning and purpose of life

And yet, learning to wait is the way of faith. The
faith, love and hope are all in the waiting. That’s why
the Church has a time of waiting before the great
festivals of Christmas and Easter ; Advent and Lent
make us wait and listen. At one point Jesus says
‘Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away’ (Mark 13 : 31). Things made do not
last for ever ; but God and his truth alone are
eternal. The seasons of Advent and Lent give us time
to reflect on where our hopes are truly placed. Are
they placed on God ? Are we prepared to wait, even
in the darkness, trusting simply that God is near ?

Longing is part of the spiritual life ; it
quickens our hope. The things we long for, the things
which motivate us and give shape to our lives. We
long to love and to be loved, for a real sense of
meaning in life, for the mess that the world is in to be
overcome, for justice and peace between nations.
Longing marks the beginning of a spiritual journey..
When two of the disciples of John the Baptist asked
Jesus where he was staying, he replied, ‘Come and
see’ (John 1:39).

Tﬁejourney qfﬁope is about moving to where
Jesus is. Itis in making that journey that our longings
will be fulfilled. ”

Peter Sills - “Light in the Darkness”
Exploring the Path of Christian Hope

Lord Jesus
Give us the courage to accompany others,
for in walking at their side
we find you there, present with us.

Give us joy that we might serve others
for in tending wounds of those who suffer
Wwe sense your healing grace at work in us.

Give us wisdom as we speak up for others,
for in defending the downtrodden we hear your
voice speak up for us.

Grant that in all we do, may we give you glory.,
for you have given so much to us.

AMEN
Jesuit Refugee Service prayer

To find out about their work please visit

www.jrsuk.net

“A litmus test for social justice is the treatment of migrants,
refugees, and those forced to move”
Pope Leo XIV

The Wednesday Word

An excellent resource

available each Wednesday online, after 12 noon.
The parish section, gives text from the 1st and 2nd Readings and

the Gospel, followed by reflections from Fr Henry Wansbrough
(OSB) plus ideas for prayer and for ways forward in our lives.
It is well worth using and can be accessed each week at

www.wednesdayword.org




